May 15, 1972 


Memo To: Hectors S. Rodriguez, Executive Director 
From: John W. Gotsch, Drug Abuse Research Task Force 


Re: Liberty Village 


Joe Rivera and I spent ale day (5-12) at Liberty 
Village, Jersey City. We interviewed Ma. Jerry Fuler, 
Executive Dénecton, and other members of the stag. 
Most important was the time we spent with the Puerto 
Rican residents in the program. 


The following is a a preliminary evaluation 'ogi Liberty 
viklage vis-a vis its Puerto Rican residents: 


1) The Puerto Rican residents ane discouraged from 
Speaking Spanish, in such a manner that can be only 
desendbed as pumitivel 


2) The Puerto Rican xesddents recedve only two (2) 

hours a week of "educational" instnuctdon whereas ten flo) 

h a week of education instruction 46 available for the 
English Speaking residents! This inequality is compounded 

when i 46 realized that the two hours of Spanish pedre eno 
instruction, by necessity, is a nap session to aid żi 

Puerto Rican residents in functioning in a program pacer 

hey perceive to be inimical to their interests! 


3) The Puerto Rican nesidents perceive themselves 
zo be gael | isolated from the program. This is apparently 
because og e scarcity of Puerto Rican staff and because 
y are perceived as having no imput with the director 
ay his core assistants. 


4) The Puerto Rican residents are being prepared to 
function in a worked which doesn't exist: A mono~Lingual/ 
mono-cukturel 
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5) The Puerto Rican residents are d 
congregating with each other during meals, 


escouraged grom 
and recreational activities and during 


in programs 
thein Leisure time. 
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